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But not to pursue this somewhat worn, though important
i                     topic  further,  we  may proceed   to   the  consideration  of
if                  the   more   important   chemicals   and   minerals   used   in
'\                  compounding.
j                     In pursuance of a custom originating in the early days of
the industry, it is usual to refer to the various chemicals
and minerals as drugs and to their habitat in the factory as
the drug-room. Thin nomenclature seems objectionable,
though it has sanction in the common use of chemist and
druggist an applied to individuals. On the Continent the
chemist in always distinguished from the druggist, and
|                  the dealings of the latter being associated entirely
I                  with   medicine,   it   seems   inadvisable   to   introduce   the
I                  name into manufacturing operations  which are not con-
cerned, except in  a very indirect manner, with medical
I                  matters.     Certainly  the   term  "drug"  in   shorter   than
<                  "chemical and mineral," but the  latter will be used  in
I                  this volume.
To merely enumerate the various bodies which have been
advocated  by inventors  as ideal  components  of   rubber
goods would encumber more space than would be justifiable.
The group of substances  would   be   seen to be of   an
extremely heterogeneous nature, including powdered coal,
oxide of   gold,  Fuller's  earth,  and  whalebone.     In  the
i                  majority of cases the substances commonly used are chosen
more from their physical attributes of weight, colour, etc.,
than by reason of their chemical composition, and in only
very few eases  does any chemical  reaction  result.    The
following table gives the chemicals in common use, though
f                  no doubt the lint might be augmented were the practice of
L                  individual manufacturers made public.